
09/08

Covering Connecticut’s
Kids and Families

c/o Connecticut Voices
for Children

53 Oak Street, Suite 15
Hartford CT 06106

860.548.1661
www.ctkidslink.org

How to help families keep HUSKY
coverage: extended medical benefits

Families who lose HUSKY A coverage due to increases in income
can stay on HUSKY through transitional medical assistance
(“TMA” – or extended medical benefits) for up to 12 months if they
were in the “family coverage” group which covers many families
earning up to 185% of the federal poverty level.

If  income goes up and parents have earnings or receive new
or increased child support, the family may be eligible for
TMA.

Getting families into the “family coverage” group is key.
Families with extended medical benefits who have a decrease
in family income (to below 185% of federal poverty) should go
from TMA to family coverage.  This way, families can get an
additional 12 months of coverage if income rises again.

There is no limit on the number of times a person can receive
TMA.  The 12 months of coverage is not a lifetime maximum,
so the 12-month period could begin each time a family enters
the extended medical benefits coverage group.

Families who have never been on cash assistance can qualify
for extended medical benefits.  TMA is tied to the loss of
eligibility for the “family coverage” group (income below
185% FPL), not cash assistance or any other HUSKY/
Medicaid coverage group.

At the end of TMA, families should be re-screened.  If income
has gone down, families may qualify for family coverage or
another coverage group.  If income has increased, adults may
be put on “spend down”.  The spend down rule allows people
who would otherwise be over income for Medicaid to qualify
by offsetting some of their income by the amount of their
medical bills.  Children are eligible for HUSKY A up to 185%
of federal poverty.  If family income is too high for HUSKY A,
children should be referred to HUSKY B.
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