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Uninsured Children in Connecticut: 2006

Statewide estimates

The latest data from the US Census Bureau indicate
that an estimated 49,000 Connecticut children under
18 were uninsured for the entire year in 2006." This
number represents 6.0% of all Connecticut children.

While it might appear that the number and percentage
of uninsured children dropped from the previous
year, a comparison of two-year averages, as
recommended by the US Census Bureau, show the
rate is unchanged.

An estimated 29,000 Connecticut children under 19
who lived in families with income at or below 200%
of the federal poverty level (FPL) were uninsured.’
Virtnally all these children are income-eligible for coverage in
the HUSKY Program.

Local estimates

Most sources of Connecticut-specific data on the
uninsured do not provide local estimates of the
number or proportion of uninsured children.’
County-level health insurance estimates for the year
2000 recently became available, but are based on
methods that the Census Bureau considers
experimental.’

The number of uninsured children in a particular
community is likely to be higher than the statewide
estimate if local population and socioeconomic
conditions are present that are known to contribute to
being uninsured. For example, the uninsured rate is
likely to be higher in a town with a relatively large
population of Hispanic residents or in a town whose
residents are mainly seasonal employees or employees
of small businesses that do not typically offer health
insurance.

Comparison with other Connecticut data
The Connecticut Office for Health Care Access
(OHCA) recently reported that about 24,700 children
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under 19 were uninsured at the time their families were
surveyed in 2006.° According to that survey, 50,600
children were uninsured for some period of time
during the previous 12 months. Different methods
and measurements contribute to differences between
the Census and OHCA estimates.* ’

Comparison with US rates

Nationwide, an estimated 8.7 million children under
18 were uninsured for the entire year in 2006.° The
number and proportion of US children who were
uninsured in 2006 (11.7%) did not change statistically
over the previous year, from 8.0 million children

(10.9%).

United States children were more likely to be

uninsured if they were:”

o 121917 years old (12.6%), as compared with
children under 6 (11.3%) and children 6 to 11
(11.1%);

o Hispanic (22.1%), as compared with White non-
Hispanic (7.3%) and Black non-Hispanic children
(14.1%);

o Living in families in poverty"’ (19.3%), as compared
with all children (11.7%).

The uninsured rates for children in New England
states, including Connecticut, were lower in 2005-06
than the rate for all US children."
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